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BEULAH BEACON
WINTER IS NOT PERMANENT  By Pastor Hae Rin Lawson

APRIL 2025 Beulah-Church.com

It has been a colder winter than 
usual.  Winter can be fun if you can 
afford to live in a warm and comfortable 
lifestyle.  For many people out there, 
winter is a challenging and painful time. 
During winter, people are limited to 
what they can do freely outside.  The 
body aches more when it’s cold 
outside.  We did not have too much 
snow however; some other states and 
other countries had too much 
snow.  Cold weather can cause 
accidents on the road and many people 
get hurt or die.  

Everybody goes through a winter 
season, whether it is physical, 
emotional, or financial wintertime.  A 
broken marriage or any relationship 
certainly creates a bitter coldness in 
our hearts as being betrayed by the one 
whom you love can create a long 
wintertime.  Sending my Mom to the 
LORD in Heaven still hurts me because 
I can no longer be with her physically in 
this life.  A financial crisis makes me 
feel very small and powerless.  When 
I’m sick and waiting for test results or 
Dr’s phone call, it truly feels like I’m 
waiting forever and wonder if I will ever 
get better again.  When I was getting 
ready to leave UMC, God did not let me 
go at first.  God held me there much 
longer than I would have liked.  Too 
many challenging and hurtful things 

happened during that long waiting time 
and I felt like I was going to be stuck 
there forever.  This “winter season” 
lasted way too long for me.

No one can escape having an 
unpleasant “wintertime” in their 
lives.  You cannot choose what kinds or 
types of winters you are going to 
experience. It can be very hurtful and 
depressing to go through.  Winter 
seasons are completely out of our 
hands and absolutely everyone will go 
through one more than once in their 
lifetime.  Praise the LORD that we are 
Christians, the children of the Almighty 
God.  With our God, the winter is NOT 
permanent.  This is why we call it a 
SEASON of Winter.  A season comes 
and goes, it does not stay 
permanently.  We may be struggling 
with bitter cold weather, but when you 
look up, spring is right around the 
corner.

That is what happened on the day of 
resurrection.  When Jesus died publicly 
on the cross like the worst criminal, it 
destroyed the hope of many 
people.  The crucifixion was probably 
the most traumatizing, horrifying, 
devastating, and scary experience, 
which Jesus’s disciples had ever 
experienced.  To them, Jesus Was the 
Messiah, the Savior, for whom they had
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waited for many generations.  Jesus was 
the One Who was going to bring the 
ultimate hope, which the Israelites were 
waiting for.  Jesus, the Son of God, died 
right in front of them in the most 
humiliating way possible in their 
time.  How devastating is that?  How 
scary is that?

Gospel Matthew tells us, “Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to 
look at the tomb” (28:1).  Gospel John 
says that it was just Mary.  Whoever 
came to the tomb of Jesus, they did not 
come to look for a living Jesus.  They 
came to care for the dead body of Jesus 
with spices (Luke 24:1).  My mom went 
home to the Lord in September of last 
year.  When I think about her, I still cry 
and grieve over her.  I cannot imagine 
what these ladies were feeling coming 
to the tomb of Jesus while it was still 
dark.

What happened when they came?
Gospel Luke tells us that “They found 
the stone rolled away from the tomb” 
(24:2).  Gospel Matthew tells us, “An 
angel of the LORD came down from 
heaven and rolled back the stone and 
sat on it” (Matthew 28:2).

Continued on Page 2
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WINTER IS NOT PERMANENT  Continued from Front page
The bottom line is that the stone was rolled away, and the tomb was empty.  Jesus was not there.  Why?  Because Jesus was 
resurrected.

According to John, Mary Magdalene “stood outside the tomb crying” because she could not find the dead body of Jesus 
(20:11).  Of course, she could not find Jesus among the dead because Jesus was living, alive again.  Who came to her in 
person?  It was Jesus who called her name.  She was crying in such sadness.  However, her sadness changed instantly into 
overwhelming joy once she realized the one who was calling her was Jesus.

The Word of God has been fulfilled.  The Bible tells us, “Weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes with the morning” 
(Psalm 30:5).  Mary’s life was full of bitter coldness however, with the sound of Jesus’ voice, it instantly turned into spring 
which is full of life and hope.  We must remember that we worship God who has the power to turn our season of winter into 
spring.

The Bible tells us, “The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor…and provide for those who grieve in Zion – to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of 
mourning, and a garment of praise instead of spirit of despair” (Isaiah 61:1, 3).

You may be struggling with a broken relationship, financial crisis, grieving over a loved one, betrayal of a friend, loss of health, 
or whatever it may be, but know that God’s got you.  Think about it.  How many times have you struggled with similar situations, 
yet have you conquered it?  Unfortunately, we can only grow through pain.  In our God, even the pain becomes a valuable tool 
to help us grow and mature.

Do not be devastated by the winter season you are in right now.  It will soon turn into the season of spring.  God will fill your life 
with new hope, new beginnings, and new blessings.  Praise the Lord!



herbs, and bread made without yeast.” (Exodus 12:7-8) “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn of both people and animals, and I will bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 The blood will be a 
sign for you on the houses where you are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No destructive plague will touch you 
when I strike Egypt. 14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival 
to the Lord—a lasting ordinance.” (Exodus 12:12-14) This is the celebration of unleavened bread or Passover meal.

Almost 1500 years later, the night before his death, Jesus gathers with the disciples in the upper room to celebrate the 
Passover meal, The Seder.  We know this meal better as the Last Supper. In the Last Supper there are several elements we 
need to pay attention to. The Meal is more of a symbolism than a feast. In it every piece of food and every drink of “wine” has 
a meaning.  

The afikomen “in ancient times the last morsel of the paschal lamb, eaten at the end of the Passover meal. In modern times, 
it is represented by half of the middle Matzah in the ceremonial Seder dish, which, when broken off, is hidden until the end of 
the meal.  Adapted from some Jewish traditions, it also symbolizes the Messiah who will come to restore all things.  In 
Christian Seders, this becomes the symbol of Jesus the Messiah (Christ) and is used as the bread of the Eucharist.” 
(crivoice.org/seder).  We know this piece of bread from when we take communion. 

Elijah's Cup is traditionally left empty and is a symbol of the coming Messiah who is the prophet of hope and salvation. The 
cup is sometimes called the Cup of Redemption. During the Last Supper it is believed that Jesus filled and used this cup. 

We as followers of Jesus know these two elements intimately as they form our Eucharist, Communion.  We see this in 
Matthew 26: 26-28, “While they were eating, Jesus took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his 
disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my body.” (This is the afikomen the bread symbolizing the Messiah.) 27 Then he took a 
cup, and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 This is my blood of the 

covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (This is Elijah’s Cup).

COME AND BREAK BREAD WITH US
The Music ministry will be providing a Seder meal, the Last Supper, as part 
of their “Footsteps of Jesus” Holy Week program.  The Seder will be held on 
Tuesday, April 15, at 6:00 pm. The entire family is invited to attend as there 
will be a script provided for you to participate in this Holiest of Suppers. 
There are limited spaces available for the meal so your seat must be 
reserved by April 6.  You can reserve your seat by signing up at the 
Information Center or contacting the church office. 
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WHAT IS A SEDER?
By Suzanne Davis
Most of us at Beulah have never experienced a Seder meal. The first one I ever attended I had 
no idea as to what was going on, just that I was asked to read something during the night and 
needed to be there.  The supper is now a core memory and repeatedly deepens my faith every 
time I reflect on the meal.  So what is a Seder Meal? To answer is question we first must look 
back to when the Israelites where enslaved by the Egyptians and Moses was demanding to 
pharaoh “let my people go”.  The tenth and final plague released was the death of the 
firstborn. “So Moses said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout 
Egypt. 5 Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on the 
throne, to the firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill, and all the firstborn of 
the cattle as well. 6 There will be loud wailing throughout Egypt—worse than there has ever 
been or ever will be again.”  (Exodus 11:4-7).

God instructed Moses to tell the people of Isreal to start a new observance.  This plague of 
death of the first born was to be the start of a new year and a new month. They were to take a 
lamb (a year old without defect) and sacrifice it to God. “Then they are to take some of the 
blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses where they eat the 
lambs. 8 That same night they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 
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EASTER EGG HUNT
As we prepare ourselves to celebrate the resurrection of our 
LORD Jesus Christ, God Is giving us another chance to serve 
our communities around us by serving little children.  We 
are planning to have Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 12 
at 11:00 am.  The rain date is Saturday, April 19 at 11:00 am.  

We are behind in the amount of candy needed for the Egg 
Hunt. The candy needs to be individually wrapped and small 
enough to fit inside an Easter Egg. Please do not donate any 
candy with peanuts or other types of nuts. Your donations 
can be placed in the designated area in the Narthex.  
Monetary donations to help cover the cost of purchasing 
candy and eggs can also be made. Please make the check 
out to Beulah Church and mark the memo line of your check 
with Easter Candy.

We still need volunteers to set up before the event. We also 
need people to help in different areas during the Hunt such 
as Bouncy House, tables for registration, facepainting, etc.  
We cannot do this without you.  Please see Pastor Hae Rin 
Lawson to be a part of this exciting day.

EASTER LILIES
This Easter, you can honor the memory of your loved ones by 
purchasing an Easter Lily.  The lilies will decorate the 
Sanctuary Easter Sunday and the names of those being 
honored will be listed in the bulletin that day.  Each lily is $20.  
The forms to order a lily can be found at the Information 
Center.  Please return your form (with payment) by Palm 
Sunday, April 13.

WANT TO BECOME A MEMBER OF BEULAH? 
We will be welcoming a new group of members into the 
Beulah family during the Easter service on Sunday, April 20, 
during the 11:00 am service. If you are interested in becoming 
a member, please see Pastor Don Gibson.

TRANSFORMING LIVES 
AS WE SEEK, SHARE, 

AND SERVE GOD.
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APRIL COMMUNION OFFERING
(Article adapted from the LVS website)

The April Communion offering will go to Liberation Veteran Services (LVS). 
Liberation Veteran Services is dedicated to providing a safe haven 
exclusively for veterans in crisis. Beyond offering transitional and rapid 
rehousing, they take time to counsel each and every one of their vets, 
treating them with the dignity and respect they deserve. They believe this 
personalized approach to rehabilitation is the reason why their veterans are 
able to successfully go on to lead productive, fulfilling lives in the 
community. 

While LVS is proud of their success, they still have a long way to go in 
ending veteran homelessness. As a non-profit organization, they look to the 
generosity of the community to help them help their veterans. 

Liberation Veteran Services believe there is not a one-size fits all solution to 
veteran homelessness. They are committed to working with veterans and 
restoring them in mind, body, and spirit. When veterans arrive at their 
facility, they address the presenting issues 
of addiction,  mental health, and PTSD as 
the barriers they have to safe and affordable
housing. Respecting the dignity of these 
men is central to LSV’s work of leading them 
back to a life that matters.

SHERBOURNE FOOD PANTRY
During the month of April, the Sherbourne Food 
Pantry is asking for donations of canned fruit 
and vegetables. The benefits of most canned 
fruits are that they contain the same amount of 
nutrients as fresh and frozen produce.  Fruit 
canned in water or its own juices is healthier the  
those canned in syrup, but any canned fruit will 
be accepted. Donations can be left on the wire 
rack by the Information Center or in the white 
after-hours donation cabinet in the Breezeway.

MISSION MOMENTS
A huge thank you to all Sunday school 
classes, circles, groups, and individuals that 
helped make the Beulah tea to benefit Safe 
Harbor successful. We appreciate the 
donated time, money, baking and talents 
invested into this event. Safe Harbor 
received a carload of donated items as well 
as $1200+. They are very appreciative.  In 
meeting with them, I found out that not only 
do they cover domestic and sexual abuse 
survivors in the Henrico area; they are also 
the only human trafficking support center in 
Central Virginia and are a great support to all 
of those survivors.

HELLO GOLFERS!!! 
It is starting to get warmer outside with 
prettier weather. Are you ready to play golf? 
(Knowing the dedication to the sport, I 
imagine you already are.) There is a 
wonderful opportunity to help support the 
Pregnancy Help Center of Chesterfield and 
play golf coming up. Stay tuned for more 
information coming out later on in March. 
Questions??? Contact: Jann Niccoli, 
jnic3934@hotmail.com

BEULAH SCHOLARSHIPS
Beulah is pleased to offer several scholarships to its members. Scholarship 
awards are based on church and community involvement, demonstrated 
scholastic achievement, financial need, and the quality and content of the 
completed application. Scholarship application submissions will be accepted 
from April 1, 2025 until May 1, 2025. Applications can be found on the church’s 
website at https://www.beulah-church.com/scholarships. If you have any 
questions, please contact the church office at 804-275-2325 or email us 
at office@beulah-church.com.

https://www.beulah-church.com/scholarships
mailto:office@beulah-church.com


ROOT CELLAR

brother - ah' (ach)
sister - achot (ah'ot)
friend - chaver/im

John 15:13-14 ; Proverbs 18:24 ; Proverbs 17:17

In teaching His disciples during that Passover 
meal, His final one before His crucifixion, Jesus 
tells them in John 15:13-14 that there is no 
greater love than that a man lay down his life for 
His friends.  He then calls us HIs friends. the 
word is "chaver/im." Each one of you rests in 
that pocket as "chaver" , friend.

But we need to stay that way, as brother, 
ach/ah, sister, achot/ac'ot, and friend. We need 
to be a support, a refuge, a place of protection 
and resource against troubles and evil times. 
God called the Hebrew people to be a light to 
the Gentiles by showing their love for each other 
and so calling each of them to Himself. Proverbs 
18:24 tells us there is a friend that sticks to us 
closer than a brother. And Proverbs 17:17 says 
that a brother is born for times of trouble, that a 
friend loves always. How do we do this? We 
need to get right with God, let Him hold us as we 
hold onto Him. Do to others, for others, as we 
would have them do for us. We do this by getting 
into His Word and staying there. Shalom.   

By Barry Iglehart

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2025
Vacation Bible School is happening again! VBS is from Monday, June 16 
thru Friday, June 20. All elementary school students (Ages 5 through 12 
as of Fall 2025) are invited to come for a week of FUN BIBLE SCHOOL.

This year’s theme is Egypt; Joseph's journey from prison to palace. Join 
us in ancient Egypt! You’ll explore Pharaoh’s palace, experience thrilling 
“real-life” dramas, play high-energy games, sample tasty snacks, and 
hear unforgettable music. Plus, you’ll meet lots of new friends! Register 
online at Beulah-church.com/VBS or at the church by June 9, 2025.

If you are interested, wish to volunteer, or have any questions, please 
contact Pastor Hae Rin Lawson, haerin@beulah-church.com.

AUTOMATIC EXTERNAL DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING
From Jerry D. Lane, R.N. (Retired)
Last year, I discovered that our AED purchased in 2010 was not 
functional anymore, so I purchased two new Zoll AED+ defibrillators 
(Automatic External Defibrillators) for our church. One of the AED 
replaces the machine that was on the Narthex wall. The second is now 
on the Fellowship Hall on the left side of the far wall. 

Zoll AEDs are the most user-friendly for the public to use in an emergency. You simply turn it 
on and the voice prompts tell you the correct CPR and defibrillation procedures. They are 
“fully automatic” telling you whether CPR is required (or not). There are CPR supplies to help 
the user(s) and adult defibrillation pads already attached to the machine. There is also a 
pediatric pad to use if needed (in a separate unopened package). 

I have also stocked three first aid boxes for our church. One box is located under the counter 
behind the reception desk, the second is in the Kitchen, the third is in the Outreach 
Concession Stand for we have community events. 

I would very much like to informally teach others at the church how to use the AEDs, such as 
ushers, people who have AEDs at work, and other interested altruistic people. It only takes a 
few minutes. I’m not a professional trainer, but if I can get a number of people together at 
one time, there are CPR/AED  classes available in the community that we could arrange for. 

Please feel free to inquire about the learning to use the AEDs from me. Also please let me know if any supplies need to be 
replenished for first aid and especially if the AEDs are used since the pads and supplies are single use only. Most importantly, 
respect the AEDs. They can save lives but can be dangerous in the wrong hands. Teach your children not to touch the AEDs or 
the AED’s box. You can reach me at home at 804-743-8196 or email me at jerrylane1951@gmail.com or visit me during 
Sunday School in the New Centurions Class (room 250).
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BIRTH ANNOUNCMENTS

NOELLE JOOHEE CHUN 
We give God thanks and praise for 
the birth of Noelle JooHee Chun. 
JooHee means "Look to the Lord 
and rejoice" in Korean. Noelle was 
born March 05, 2025, is the 
daughter of Pastor Daniel and Karis 
Chun, and is the first granddaughter 
of Pastor Don and Christy Gibson. 
She weighed 8lbs 9 oz, was 20 
inches long, and healthy.

BEULAH’S BEST 
Beulah's best will meet April 15, at 
10:00 am in Fellowship Hall. Our 
program will be given by the Beulah 
Land Quartet.  Hope you will come 
since we have a wonderful program.

MARY FARMER 
CIRCLE OF LOVE
The Mary E. Farmer Circle of Love will 
be meeting on Tuesday, April 08, at 
10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall. 
Please feel free to join us.

BEULAH DAY
Beulah Day, the church’s 
homecoming celebration, will take 
place on Sunday, May 18, with a 
combined service at 11:00 am.  We 
will be celebrating 142 years of 
faithfulness to God at Beulah 
Church.  After the service, we will 
have a covered dish luncheon. The 
church will be providing the meat. 
We are asking for everyone to bring in 
a side dish or a dessert.  Please sign 
up for the meal at the Information 
Center noting the dish you are 
bringing.

APRIL CALENDAR
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday 
 8:30 Worship
   9:45 Sunday School
 11:00 Worship
 11:30 Escuela Dominical 
   1:00 Hispanic Worship
 3:00 Easter Play Practice 
   5:30 Youth Group
 
Monday 
 10:00 Card Ministry
  Men’s Bible Study
   5:00 Women’s Chorus Rehearsal
   6:00 Bells of Praise Rehearsal
   7:00 Scouts

Tuesday 
       5:30 Estudio Biblico 
       7:00 Cub Scouts

Wednesday
  1:00 Staff Meeting
 5:00 C & Y Bell Rehearsal
 6:00 Confirmation Class
  Wednesday Worship Meal
 
Thursday
  3:00 Quartet Rehearsal
      7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

MONTHLY SCHEDULE

01 Play Prop Making
02 Play Prop Making
03 Play Prop Making
04 Mariners Dinner
08 Mary Farmer Circle of Love
 Safe Sanctuary Training
 Play Prop Making 
 Rebekah Fellowship
12 Easter Egg Hunt 
14 Ruth Robertson Friendship Circle
15 Beulah’s Best
 Prayer Shawl Ministry
 Seder Meal
16 Commonwealth Bible Study
 Wesleyan Stratton
17 Maundy Thursday Dinner
 Maundy Thursday Service
18 Footsteps of Jesus
19 Easter Egg Hunt Rain date
20 Easter Sunrise Servcie
 Easter 11:00 Service
 Easter 1:00 Hispanic Service
21 Church Closed
22 Springdale Bible Study
29 VBS Meeting
 Hispanic Praise Service

E-GIVING
Hello Beulah Congregation, this is Ken 
Spitzley, your Financial Secretary. On 
behalf of the Beulah Finance Team, I would 
like to let you all know that your monthly 
tithe can be given from the church 
website's e-giving page. Just visit Beulah-
Church.com and click on give at the top of 
the home page. From there you can give 
one time or set up recurring gifts. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to 
reach out to me. My email is 
krwings@aol.com Thank you for your time 
and gifts.

mailto:krwings@aol.com


RECIPE 
OF THE MONTH

RECIPE OF THE MONTH
BREAD PUDDING
Contributed by Jane Schmierer 
A Taste of Heaven, Beulah’s 125th Anniversary Cookbook; 
Published in 2008

INGREDIENTS
raisins
2 cups milk
½ cup margarine
2 eggs
½ cup sugar
½ tsp. salt
¼ tsp. cinnamon/nutmeg
4 cups bread cubes
1 tsp. vanilla

BIRTHDAYS

CONDOLENCE

WILL MOOREFIELD: We offer love, support, and prayers 
to the friends and family of Will Moorefield. Will went to 
be with the Lord on Friday, March 7.  Will is the husband 
of Sharon Spencer Moorefield and son-in-law of Lynda 
and Robert Spencer. Will’s Celebration of Life service was 
held at Woody's funeral home on Wednesday, March 19. 

AUDREY ROBINSON: We offer love, support, and prayers 
to the friends and family of Audrey Robinson. Audrey is 
the mother of Jerry-Grace Sadler and she joined with the 
Lord on March 12.

JIM MAGEE: We offer love, support, and prayers to the 
friends and family of Jim Magee. Jim went to be with the 
Lord on Saturday, March 22.

THANK YOU NOTES

To: Beulah Church Family
From: Ann Warren
Thank you so much for all the calls, cards, and kindness 
showed me during my recent illness. The Valentine bud vases 
with the sweet card, verse, and wooden heart really made me 
feel special. God Bless you all for such sweet remembrance.

APRIL
03 Cindy Hubbard
05 David Dudley
07 Jerry Lane
09 Karen Tatum
10 Jack Lunsford
12 Elaine Johnston
 Olga Leon
13 Robin Cyrtmus
 Sarah Ramey
15 John Kuti
16 Allie Malone
 Nancy Morris
17 Connie Beck
 Celestial Vega
18 Natalie Aguilar-Vega
 Nancy Goff
19 Jerry Skaggs
 Carol Zimmerman
23 Roman Robinson
24 Laura Collier
25 Donald Vaughan
27 Melanie Akoi
28 Clay Compton
29 Theresa Meadows
30 Larry Zimmerman

May
02 Donnie Foster
05 Mary Anne Huband
06 Pastor Don Gibson

 

To: Randy Ramey and David Ramey
From: Beulah Staff
We would like to give a special thank you to Randy Ramey and 
his nephew David Ramey for their hard work installing lights that 
will allow the stained glass facing Hopkins Road shine once again.  

INSTRUCTIONS
Melt margarine in the bottom 
of large pot. Scald milk. Mix in 
raisins, eggs, sugar, salad, 
cinnamon/nutmeg and vanilla. 
Cube bread into 2 large cake 
pans. Pour mixture over bread. 
Bake at 300º for about 1 hour. 
Serve with custard or ice 
cream. Serves 50.
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