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to God’s command was that “Abram 
went, as the LORD had told him” 
(Genesis 12:4).

Abram’s resolution for his new 
beginning started with obeying God 
even though Abram was clueless of 
what God had in mind for his 
life.  Abram simply obeyed God.  Every 
time God spoke to Abram, who 
became Abraham later, his only 
response was to obey God.  What an 
incredible way to start a new chapter in 
your life!  No matter what God told 
Abraham to do or what situation 
Abraham was in, his only action was to 
obey God.  I can understand why God 
has chosen Abraham to start God’s 
Holy Nation.  God needed someone 
who loves God through obedience to 
God’s Word.

Jesus made it very clear by telling us 
repeatedly, “If you love ME, keep My 
commands” (John 14:15).  “Whoever 
has My commands and keeps them is 
the one who loves Me” (John 
14:21).  “Anyone who loves ME will 
obey My teaching” (John 14:23).  The 
only way God understands our love for 
God is through the obedience to God’s 
Word.  Who Is God?  God Is our 
Creator, our LORD and King.
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The year 2025 is finally here.  What is 
the most common thing people do 
when faced with a whole new year, a 
new beginning?  They come up with the 
new year’s resolution.  The most 
popular one is to lose weight.  I bet the 
stores sell more exercise machines 
during the first month of each year than 
at any other times.  It is always good to 
set some good goals before starting a 
new chapter in life.

Let’s see what our forefathers and 
mothers of faith did when they were 
faced with a new beginning.  The best 
example would be Abram and 
Sarai.  Actually, Abram and Sarai were 
not looking for a new beginning.  I’m 
sure they were perfectly content with 
their kin folks and all living where they 
lived.  However, God told Abram to 
move away from their home in search of 
new chapter in their lives.  To face 
something new or unknown can be 
quite frightening.  Abram and Sarai did 
not have the luxury to make any plans 
for themselves since they did not even 
know where they were going.  They were 
stuck in a scary place, a place of the 
unknown.  They could have easily said 
to God, “LORD, God, we do not feel 
comfortable doing what You are telling 
us to do.  We will skip it this 
time.  Maybe, we will follow You next 
time if we are given more 
information.”  Without any 
explanations, they simply obeyed 
God.  God told Abram, “Go from your 
country, your people and your father’s
household to the land I will show you” 
(Genesis 12:1).  Abram’s response 

continued on page 2
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BIBLE READING 
CHALLENGE

01 Acts 15
 02 Acts 16
 03 Acts 17
 04 Acts 18
 05 Sunday
 06 Acts 19
 07 Acts 20
 08 Acts 21
 09 Acts 22-23
 10 Acts 24
 11 Acts 25
 12 Sunday
 13 Acts 26
 14 Acts 27
 15 Acts 28

 16 Romans 1
 17 Romans 2
 18 Romans 3
 19 Sunday
 20 Romans 4
 21 Romans 5
 22 Romans 6
 23 Romans 7
 24 Romans 8
 25 Romans 9
 26 Sunday
 27 Romans 10
 28 Romans 11
 29 Romans 12
 30 Romans 13-14
 31 Romans 15

JANUARY READINGS

01 Psalm 102

 02 Psalm 103
 03 Psalm 104
 04 Psalm 105
 05 Proverbs 22
 06 Psalm 106
 07 Psalm 107
 08 Psalm 108
 09 Psalm 109
 10 Psalm 110
 11 Proverbs 23
 12 Psalm 111
 13 Psalm 112
 14 Psalm 113
 15 Psalm 114

 16 Psalm 115
 17 Proverbs 24
 18 Psalm 116
 19 Psalm 117
 20 Psalm 118
 21 Psalm 119:1-48
 22 Psalm 119:49-88
 23 Psalm 119:89-136
 24 Psalm 119:137-176
 25 Psalm 120
 26 Proverbs 25
 27 Psalm 121
 28 Psalm 122
 29 Psalm 123
 30 Psalm 124
 31 Psalms 125-126

PSALM AND PROVERBS 

NEW BEGINNINGS 
continued from front page

God Is the only one who has the power 
to truly bless us.  When God blesses us 
God moves the people and situations 
around us and even moves heaven and 
earth to bless us as God did with 
Israelites in Egypt (Exodus).

We must remember that if obedience to 
God’s Word cries out love to our God, 
disobedience would cry out hatred.  
Jesus said, “Anyone who does not love 
ME will not obey My teaching” (John 
14:24).  God called disobedience “sin” 
(1 John 5:17), “transgressions” (Exodus 
23:21), “rebellion” (1 Samuel 15:23), 
“rejection” (Leviticus 26:14, 1 Samuel 
15:23), “you despise/abhor My statues” 
(Leviticus 26:15), “in vain they worship 
ME” (Mark 7:7), “did evil in the eyes of 
the LORD” (Judges 4:1, 6:1, 10:6,…), 
etc.  God takes disobedience very 
personally.  The acts of disobedience 
directly hurt God.  If you want to be 
blessed from the LORD our God, you 
must obey God’s Word.

Therefore, your number one goal for the 
year 2025 and every day should always 
be to Obey God’s Word.  Don’t you want 
to be blessed?  Then you must please 
the One Who has the power to bless 
you, which Is our God!  Let us make this 
year the most blessed year.  Jesus said, 
“Anyone who loves ME will obey My 
teaching.  My Father will love them, and 
we will come to them and make our 
home with them” (John 14:23).  May the 
LORD continue to make you God’s very 
home through your life of obedience to 
God’s Word.  Amen.

SCRIPTURE READERS
The signup sheets for 2025 Scripture 
readers is at the Information Center. 
Anyone of any age who is interested 
assisting with the worship services by 
reading scripture may sign up. You will 
receive the scripture reading on the 
Wednesday or Thursday prior to your 
reading date via email.  If you have any 
questions, please see Suzanne in the 
church office. 
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COOKS NEEDED FOR YOUTH DINNERS
Thank you to all of those who faithfully prepared meals for Youth Worship 
on Sunday evenings.  Our youth will continue to meet throughout the year 
2025.  We need your help to feed our young people.  Please sign up to 
provide meals for our youth for the year 2025 starting in January at the 
Information Center.  Once you sign up, you will be given access to youth 
meeting schedules in our computer system to choose a specific date to 
bring meals.  If possible, please make this your donation to the Church 
and an offering to the LORD.  We will also receive monetary donations.  
Thank you!  God bless!

FALL FESTIVAL
Thank you for all of your hard work and dedication to Beulah Church and 
to the Fall Festival.  We did not have the attendance we had hoped for and 
expected, but it was a great success for those who attended!  And I hope 
you enjoyed the day as much as I did!  The Financial Report Summary 
shows our income, expenses and details for some of those.  If you are 
interested in more details, please contact me and I will be happy to 
share! We will be restructuring the Fall Festival next year, making changes 
that will help us keep the areas that are successful and trim back or 
eliminate the ones that are not.  If you are interested in working on the Fall 
Festival Committee, please contact me at Sherry_Harris1@verizon.net or 
call or text me at 804-691-5678. We would love to have your input and help 
planning our next event.

THE GOSPEL ON THE GROUND
January will be here before we know it and we 
will be starting another Kristi McLelland study. 
This one is "The Gospel on the Ground" and it 
tells of the grit and glory of the early church in 
Acts. We will start January 13 at 1:00 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall and continue for 7 weeks.  There 
is a signup sheet in the Information Center. The 
Fellowship Hall will be open at noon each 
Monday for anyone who wishes to come and 
have lunch there before class. 

BEULAH’S BEST 
Beulah’s Best will meet Tuesday, January, 21 at 
10:00 am in the Fellowship Hall.  Our music 
program will be Damion Muller and wife. Come 
and join us for the program, snacks and fun.

BEULAH METHODIST MEN
The Methodist Men will be meeting on Tuesday, 
January 21, at 6:00 pm for dinner and a meeting. 
All men are welcome to attend. There will be 
good food, great fellowship, and an encouraging 
devotional.

Sunday, December 01, 2024 we welcomed Betty Bell, Herb & Barbara Coen, David and Mariam Conant, Sherri Cunningham, 
Stan and Frieda Hartman, Louie and Linda Love, and Willie and Maggie Willson into the membership of Beulah Church.

Sunday, December 08, 
the Youth and several 
members from the choir 
went caroling at 
Commonwealth Senior 
Living

Saturday, December 14, 
was the Christmas Play, 
“Have You Heard The News”.

Sunday, December 22 
the Sanctuary Choir shared 
the story of Jesus’s birth 
through music in the 
Christmas Cantata

Sunday, December 24,
was the Annual Christmas 
Candlelight service

mailto:Sherry_Harris1@verizon.net
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fear:   (n) pakhad   (v) pokhed

It really depends on what direction 
you're traveling, whether like in the 
recent song "Fear. He is a liar." or is "the 
fear of God is the beginning of wisdom."  
For me, both can be true. As a Hebrew 
noun, fear reads as "pakhad", and as a 
verb it reads "pokhed". The one who 
boldly states they have no fear is lying to 
those around them and to themselves.

So, why speak of fear at the head of our 
New Year? We plan ahead. We look 
forward, hoping against hope that events 
don't turn sideways but run favorably 
and proceed according to plan. But 
illness and accidents, others' 
expectations, and our own, often place 
something of a cloud over it all. 
Nonsense. Don't believe the liars. Now, 
how do we get there? Wherever it is we 
need to go.

Do we accept convention, the "norm" 
of society, cow-towing to those who 
suppress innovation because it suits 
their interests saying it cannot or should 
not be done, or they simply don't like 
you? Or do just we grin and keep on 
going? Ain Rand has a nice quote to this 
end. Ask me about it.

I'm not sure as to the grin but please, 
do look back to Adonai.  Allow yourself 
to work with Him on it.  Maybe you'll 
have to adjust your steps, or not.  Your 
goals, or not. Maybe just wait. With Him, 
you'll get there.   Shalom.

By Barry Iglehart Each month the church is invited to contribute to a Communion Offering. This 
offering helps to support various ministries and non-profits financially. You can 
mark your contribution for the month’s offering by writing “communion 
offering” on the memo line of your check or envelope or by going to the 
church’s website at Beulah-church.com/give.

2025 COMMUNION OFFERINGS
January - CARITAS
February - Heart Havens
March – Safe Harbor
April -   Liberations Veteran Services
May - Society of St Andrew and Shalom Farms
June -  Chesterfield Food Bank
July - Rise Against Hunger
August - Crossover Ministries
September - CCHASM
October -   Global Methodist Disaster Relief
November – James House 
December – Pregnancy Help Center of Chesterfield

JANUARY COMMUNION OFFERING

 CARITAS
(information from the Caritas website https://www.caritasva.org/)

January’s communion offering goes to CARITAS. “Caring is at the heart of all 
we do at CARITAS and caring community members like you allow us to provide 
immediate assistance and long-term support that help those in need find 
homes and overcome addiction. By supporting CARITAS, you play a valuable 
role in our active community of caring, so that we can support the participants 
of our programs and continue to provide intentional, safe spaces where 
healing and recovery can happen. It is because of your support that our 
participants are never alone on their journey to rebuild their lives.”

NEW YEAR NEW VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
Every week you will find, at the Information Center, several ways to sign up to volunteer during 2025.  Most volunteer areas ask 
for commitment once a month or less.

Nursery and Children’s Ministry     Youth Ministry Cooks     Delivering food to Sherbourne     Scripture readers

Blessing teachers aids at Meadowbrook HS     Ushers     Volunteer Desk     Visitor Center Greeters     

 and Helping with repairs around the church

http://caritasva.org/
http://www.hearthavens.org/
https://safeharborshelter.com/
https://www.lvsrva.org/
http://endhunger.org/
http://shalomfarms.org/
https://www.cfboc.org/
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/
https://www.crossoverministry.org/
https://www.cchasm.org/
https://www.thejameshouse.org/
https://phcchesterfield.com/
http://caritasva.org/


BIRTHDAYSRECIPE 
OF THE MONTH

ALTAR FLOWERS
You can honor your loved one through signing up to supply Altar flowers. The 
name of your loved one will be printed in the worship bulletin and after the 
service you may take the flowers home with you.  To sign up visit the display in 
the Narthex or email the office at office@beulah-church.com The Altar flowers 
are ordered from a local florist and cost $45. 

SHERBOURNE 
FOOD PANTRY
During the month of January, 
Sherbourne Food Pantry is 
requesting donations of pasta 
and pasta sauces. Your 
donation can be left on the 
wire rack at the Information 
Center or in the white 
Afterhours Donation Cabinet 
in the Breezeway. Thank you 
for all you did to help us 
collect over 6,000 lbs in 2024.

SHERBOURNE 
TRANSPORTATION
We are looking for drivers to 
transport the Sherbourne 
donations from Beulah 
Church to Sherbourne on 
Tuesday before 11:00 am. You 
do not have to commit to 
every Tuesday, only when you 
are available. There is a sign-
up sheet located at the 
Information Center.

JANUARY
02 Linda Mustain 
03 Karen Morton 
04 Laura Stonestreet
05 Stefanie Turner 
07 Raymond Hodges
11 Madeline Hodges
13 Isaiah Gibson 
 Howie Worrell, Jr.
14 Sherry Gilliam 
15 Jim Niccoli 
16 Carol Casler-Martin
17 Noel Boraski 
 Barbara Dudley
 

 
21 Paola Leyva 
25 Howard Bareford
 Jerri Beatty 
26 Leopoldo Aguilar
 Mark Inman 
 Ariana Velasquez
27 Chance Gibson
30 Miriam Ferrer
31 Emmanuel Bonilla

FEBUARY
02 Betsy Q Forbes 
 Marvin Waldrop 
03 Ann Warren 
04 Bobbi Hudson 
 Mary Love Walston
05 Michael Alvarado 
06 Eric Cunningham 
 Allen Mason 
07 Cathy Keller 
 Bob Mays 

JANUARY CALENDAR
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WEEKLY SCHEDULE

Sunday 
 8:30 Worship
   9:45 Sunday School
 11:00 Worship
 11:30 Escuela Dominical 
   1:00 Hispanic Worship
   5:30 Youth Group
 
Monday 
 10:00 Card Ministry
  Men’s Bible Study
   5:00 Women’s Chorus Rehearsal
   6:00 Bells of Praise Rehearsal
   7:00 Scouts

Tuesday 
       5:30 Estudio Biblico 
       7:00 Cub Scouts

Wednesday
       1:00 Staff Meeting
  Children and Youth Bells Rehearsal

Thursday
       6:00 Quartet Rehearsal
      7:00 Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

Saturday
 12:30 Hispanic Band Rehearsal

MONTH OF DECEMBER

03 Celebration of Life of Pat Hart
08 Prayer Team Meeting
11 Hearing Loss Association 
13 Ruth Robertson Friendship Circle
 Start of Fellowship Luncheon
 Start of Gospel on the Ground Bible Study
14 Mary Farmer Circle of Love
 Finance Meeting
 Rebekah Fellowship
15 Commonwealth Bible Study
 Wesleyan Stratton 
 Springdale Card Ministry
21 Beulah’s Best
 Prayer Shawl Ministry
 Beulah Methodist Men
 Beulah Pool
22 Start of Wednesday Worship Meals
24 Scouts Pinewood Derby
28 Springdale Bible Study

CHICKEN SALAD
Anne Williams

In a large bowl combine
4 Cups cooked, cubed chicken
1 cup chopped celery
1 cup halved seedless grapes (1/2 lb)
1 pkg. (4 oz.) slivered almonds, toasted
1 tsp salt
¼ tsp pepper

Add
¾ cup mayonnaise
¼ cup sour cream

Mix and Chill



CONDOLENCE

THANK YOU NOTES

To: Beulah Family
From: Cathy Turner and all the “Taylor” family
It’s hard to know where to begin thanking you for the love, 
prayers, visits, cards, flowers, food and support you gave 
Mom and our family over the past year and a half.  It was 
such a journey, with many highs and lows.  Beulah Church 
and their Beulah family were such an important part of our 
parents’ lives, and we felt and appreciated your uplifted 
prayers and support.  They were a blessing that gave us 
strength every day.

To: Beulah Family and Friends
From: Pastor Don Gibson 
             and the Beulah Staff
We are overwhelmed at the outpouring of cards, gifts, and 
expressions of appreciation we have received this year. 
Thank you! It is truly a blessing to witness your dedication to 
serving God, not just within the confines of the church, but to 
those also in the community. It is an honor to serve God 
beside you, not just during the Christmas season, but all 
year long. Thank you

To: Beulah Church
From: Pastor Hae Rin Lawson
Thank you so much for your love, support, prayers, and those 
precious gifts.  I have received gifts and cards in the past but 
nothing like here at Beulah Church.  Korean people would 
say that you are too much; too much of blessings and too 
much love.  You allow us to taste a piece of Heaven 
here.  The love which my Mom is experiencing in Heaven right 
now must be are what we are receiving here at 
Beulah.  Thank you so much for all you do and all you 
continue to bless us with.  You are wonderful.  May the LORD 
bless you thousands of times more than all the love you 
continue to shower us with.  Thank you!  We love you!

To: Living Nativity Volunteers
From: Pastor Hae Rin Lawson
Thank you to all those who worked so hard to make Living 
Nativity happen.  Thanks to those who pray for this ministry, 
those who volunteered to serve as actors, greeters, servers 
of cookies and hot chocolate, those who provided a very 
comfortable and pleasant Green Room with a lot of good 
food, and those who came out to support this ministry.  I 
have to say that it was one cold night, a very cold night.  We 
had to use a lot of hand warmers to get a sense of warmness 
while serving outside.  However, I am grateful that it 
happened.  I am praying that it has touched some individuals 
who came to experience the Living Nativity in ways that only 
God can touch, to change their lives in the Name of Jesus.  I 
am praying that God would bless you so abundantly that you 
may continue to share all that God has given you with all 
those around you and still have more than plenty!  I truly 
thank God for our Beulah Church.  Praise the LORD!

To: Beulah Church
From: Carol Ray
I just wanted to let you know how much Lucy Corr residents 
appreciate all that you do. Pastor Don’s visits are so special 
and those of us who have participated in making the 
beautiful cards just love that. The gifts that Pastor Don 
brought us were so nice! Of course, we also love all of the 
Beulah Members who live here. Thank you for all that you do!

To: Beulah Friends
From: Barbara Dudley, Worship Chair
Now with the Advent/Christmas season is over, I wanted to 
thank so many who helped me during that time. These are 
my Christmas “Angels” who are always so willing to help me 
when I ask them. They are: David Dudley, Pat Soyars, 
Barbara Tinsley, Nancy Morris, Sandra Sanderson, Anne 
Christopher, Pam Totty, and DiAnne Kneipp. What a blessing 
they are!

To: Beulah Family
From: Suzanne Davis
I would like to thank everyone who made my birthday and 
Christmas overwhelmingly filled with love.  I very much 
appreciated all the cards and well wishes this year. They 
filled the corner of my office with a constant reminder of 
God’s love during this very busy season.  I can’t imagine 
being anywhere else than here with my Beulah family. 

PATRICIA HART
We offer love, support, and prayers to the friends and 
family of Pat Hart. Pat went to be with the Lord on 
Saturday, December 28.

There will be a visitation at Morrisett on Thursday, January 
2, from 4:00 pm to 7:00pm. The Celebration of Life service 
will be held at Beulah Church on Friday, January 3, at 11:00 
am with a reception to follow.

PATSY HAYDEN
We offer love, support, and prayers to the friends and 
family of Patsy Hayden. Patsy went to be with the Lord on 
Friday, December 13, 2024. The Celebration of Life for 
Patsy took place at Beulah Church, on Saturday, 
December 21.

NANCY COWARDIN
We offer love, support, and prayers to the friends and 
family of Nancy Cowardin. Nancy went to be with the Lord 
on Thursday, November 14. Her Celebration of Life service 
was held on Friday, December 6 at Beulah Church.
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