
Hello everyone, before we become completely consumed 

with everything associated with the "Christmas Season", I 

wanted to remind us of the glorious and special season that 

Advent can be for us and for Christians around the world. 

Each Sunday in Advent, beginning Sunday December 1, we 

will prepare for an incredible journey together- a journey 

that will lead us to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ!  The 

word Advent comes from the Latin meaning “coming.” The 

purpose of the season is to anticipate the coming of Christ to 

earth; it is a season that is focused on waiting.

As early as the fourth century A.D., Christians fasted during 

this season and ended their fasts with celebrations either of 

the arrival of the wise men or of the baptism of Jesus. For 

many Christians today, the most familiar sign of Advent is the 

lighting of candles—two purple candles, followed by a pink 

and then another purple—on each of the four Sundays 

leading up to Christmas. We, as Christians, believe that God, 

who once entered Bethlehem's manger, will come to this 

world again to establish His Kingdom forever. This truth, and 

its acknowledgment, is so powerful and hope filled- it gives 

us all the joy and anticipation that we might need in this 

Christmas season.  

Advent is a time; it is an invitation to prepare ourselves for 

the coming Messiah, who has already come in the past and 

continually comes to us in the here, now, and will come again 

in the future.  In Isaiah 2:1-5, we find preparation hints that 

will help us. First, by preparing a straight path through the 

wilderness so we can see the future and clear our minds and 

hearts for the days ahead.  Also, we are reminded that 

we must decide to live with the hope of Christ instead of the 

hype of the "holiday season."  This helpful hint can 

significantly change our values and our perspective. So our 

lives can take on a new focus- which will change our hearts.  

Advent reminds us that God who came, who is coming again, 

comes to us every day!  This is not "holiday hype", but the 

promise of hope through Jesus Christ. So, let’s keep awake 

and alert.   Let’s live each day through this Advent season in 

hopeful expectation, not just on this day, or these weeks, but 

every day.  Let’s pray throughout the month together that 

the day will come when all people everywhere know the 

peace and love of Jesus Christ.

ADVENT
By Pastor Don Gibson
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BIBLE READING 
CHALLENGE

01 Luke 5
 02 Luke 6
 03 Sunday (Catch-up day) 
 04 Luke 7
 05 Luke 8
 06 Luke 9
 07 Luke 10
 08 Luke 11-12
 09 Luke 13
 10 Sunday (Catch-up day) 
 11 Luke 14
 12 Luke 15
 13 Luke 16
 14 Luke 17
 15 Luke 18
 

 16 Luke 19
 17 Sunday (Catch-up day) 
 18 Luke 20
 19 Luke 21
 20 Luke 22
 21 Luke 23
 22 Luke 24
 23 John 1
 24 Sunday (Catch-up day) 
 25 John 2
 26 John 3
 27 John 4
 28 John 5
 29 John 6-7
 30 John 8

DECEMBER READINGS

01 Psalm 51
 02 Psalm 52
 03 Psalm 53
 04 Psalm 54
 05 Psalm 55
 06 Proverbs 12
 07 Psalm 56
 08 Psalm 57
 09 Psalm 58
 10 Psalm 59
 11 Psalm 60
 12 Proverbs 13
 13 Psalm 61
 14 Psalm 62
 15 Psalm 63
 

 16 Psalm 64
 17 Psalm 65
 18 Proverbs 14
 19 Psalm 66
 20 Psalm 67
 21 Psalm 68
 22 Psalm 69
 23 Psalm 70
 24 Proverbs 15
 25 Psalm 71
 26 Psalm 72
 27 Psalm 73
 28 Psalm 74
 29 Psalm 75
 30 Proverbs 16

PSALM AND PROVERBS 

Gift / Matanah     Gift / teshurah
Sometimes this island in space feels like the Island of 
Misfit Toys. We wander around not really knowing 
what to do, not doing what we should but doing what 
we should not. We run around, rocks and reefs and 
sandbars in our paths that bring delays and detours. 
We ask God's grace in order to return to what we 
think is the right course. Sometimes it's only what we 
think. (see Jer. 29:11)

I have two words to give you, both meaning "gift": 
“matanah" and "teshurah". The former feels more 
proper for the setting I'd like to use it in, an 
observation on grace.

God's grace was most assuredly shown to the world 
in the birth of His Son, Jesus, at Bethlehem, and the 
Son's sacrifice. But these weren't the only times. Nor 
will they be the last. His grace is indeed a gift. It is not 
doled out in a piece-meal manner, and it isn't poured 
or sprinkled on us like a flowerpot. His gift flows over 
us like a river, washes around us as the sea. It is an 
ever present current of HIs love, there since the very 
beginning.  It has been and always will be. Just read 
Old and New Testaments. Take a swim in the Word 
and not just dip your toes in the pool. Shalom!

By Barry Iglehart

COMMUNION OFFERING

The communion offering for December, is being given 
to the Pregnancy Help Center of Chesterfield. PHCC 
provide practical, compassionate support to women 
and men facing an unexpected or unplanned 
pregnancy. Our trained staff and volunteers are 
available to help you make a well-thought-out, well-
informed decision about pregnancy. Clients are served 
without regard to age, race, income, nationality, 
religious affiliation, disability, or other arbitrary 
circumstances. Clients are treated with kindness, 
compassion, and in a caring manner. PHCC does not 
offer, recommend or refer for abortions or 
abortifacients, but are committed to offering accurate 
information about abortion procedures and risks.
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THE MONTH IN REVIEW

On Thursday, October 31, the annual Trunk or Treat brought in children and their 
families from all over the area.  There were about 30 cars decorated with almost 
50,000 pieces of candy were donated by the church congregation.  The line of 
participants stretched around the church by the start of the night at 6:00 pm. The 
line continued throughout the night and continued until we ran out of candy at 8:00 
pm.  In addition to candy, Gideon bibles were handed out giving people in our 
community the opportunity to read the word of God.

Saturday, November 9, was the annual Fall Festival.  The day started out cold but as the sun shone and the day warmed up people 
started coming in droves. There was a live band, concessions, homemade cards, and a lot of smiles and laughter.

Sunday, November 10, was a beautiful day for Richmond’s 54th Annual CROP Hunger Walk, and your Beulah Team 
walked -  and rode the bus- to fight hunger around the city and around the world. As of November 15, we raised 
$605 for the walk, with more promised. Pictured are Freda Quayson, Madeline, Sarah and Ray Hodges, Barbara 
Tuttle, Kelly Joseph, and bus driver Sonny Turner. Thank you to everyone who supported us!

Tuesday, November 12 the church council met and voted on the church budget and lay leadership for 2025.

November 15, John Ryan Atkinson was born. He is the son of Jackie and Ryan Atkinson and first grandson of Pam 
Collins. He was born at 5:42 am weighing 7 lbs 6 oz and was 18.9 inches long. John spent some time in the NICU but 
is now home doing great.

Sunday, November 17, the Charge Conference was held in the Sanctuary.  The church budget and lay leadership was put into place 
for 2025.  This year’s Charge Conference was different as worship elements from the Hispanic Worship Band were added along with 
prayer and a precious time of testimonials of how God moved through and with Beulah over the past year.

Sunday, November 17, the Pathfinders Sunday school class processed and delivered 100 Christmas Shoe boxes given by the church.  
Thank you to everyone who donated a box.

Wednesday, November 20, the annual Chili Cook Off was held.  The cookoff 
was well attended, creating a sea of flannel shirts and pants. There were 18 entries 
for this year’s competition.  Ray Byers won first place. Will Adams won second 
place, and Sarah Eastwood won 3rd place.  Each of this year’s winners were given 
a trophy and a gift card.  

On Sunday, November 24, the Hispanic congregation celebrated the baptisms of 
Dionicio Reyes (father) and Reynaldo Reyes Rivera (son).



RMD
2024 is quickly coming to a close with only this month 
remaining. It’s time to start thinking about filing taxes. If 
you are required to take a Required Minimum Distribution 
(RMD) from your IRA account, please consider Beulah 
Church as the non-profit recipient.

To avoid taxes, the custodian of the funds (investment 
company) sends the check directly to Beulah Church, PO 
Box 37098, N. Chesterfield, VA 23234.  See IRA Publication 
590-B  or visit IRS.gov for more information regarding IRA 
distributions. 

Some of our members have elected to have RMD’s sent 
directly to Beulah Church monthly, bi-monthly, quarterly, 
or semi-annually rather than once a year. We really 
appreciate this since we have many monthly bills to pay 
such as utilities, payroll, building maintenance, worship 
supplies, etc. Do not hesitate to contact a member of the 
Finance Committee if you have any questions.  AVOID 
TAXES ON YOUR INCOME!!!
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FALL FESTIVAL
Please join us for one of our "The Good, The Bad, and 
The Ugly" meetings where we will need to have honest, 
'no blame’ discussions on what was 'good', what was 
'bad' but ok maybe with improvements, and what was 
'ugly' and needs not be repeated!!  It's important for the 
Fall Festival Committee to receive this input and 
feedback to determine our 'next steps' with the Fall 
Festival, which might include having it every other year, 
not having it at all, changes to the inside and/or outside 
activities, and any other input and suggestions we all 
have!!  The meetings will be on Wednesday, December 
11, at 3:00  pm and 7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.  We 
will have some refreshments and drinks and some fun 
talking about this year's Festival!! 

SHERBOURNE FOOD PANTRY
Sherbourne Food Pantry has let us know that due to the increase of 
clients their food supplies are running low. They are in desperate need of 
all donations. Your donation can be left on the wire rack at the 
Information Center or in the white Afterhours Donation Cabinet in the 
Breezeway. Thank you for all you are doing to help.

SHERBOURNE CHRISTMAS MEALS 
Beulah is once again helping Sherbourne provide Christmas meals for the 
100+ families they serve each week. The shopping list for the meals is 
available at the display in the Narthex. Please note the sizes of the items 
at the display. Please return the bags to the church by Sunday, 
December 15, and leave them in the collection area by the display in 
the Narthex.

If you would like to help Sherbourne provide Christmas meals but are 
unable to assemble a complete bag, you can place items from the list in 
the Food Pantry collection area by the Information Center.  Questions? 
Contact Barbara Tuttle.

COOKS NEEDED FOR YOUTH DINNERS
The year 2024 is almost over and 2025 is about to start.  Thank you to all 
of those who faithfully prepared meals for Youth Worship on Sunday 
evenings.  Our youth will continue to meet throughout the year 2025.  I 
want to offer you another opportunity to serve the LORD through giving 
to our young people.  This is a chance to receive even more blessings 
from the LORD as you prepare the meals with the love of Christ.  We 
would be more than grateful to receive the meals or even monetary 
donations.  The way God’s economy works is that the more you give, the 
more you receive.  May the LORD richly bless you in all you do and give 
you thousands more than what you give.  Thank you.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT WORSHIP MEALS 
A BIG THANK YOU to all who made Wednesday night suppers happen in 
2024. They provided fellowship, worship, and food for 90 to 100 people 
every week. The Chili Cook Off was fantastic with 18 pots of chili and 
over 100 people in attendance. 

2025 is right around the corner. Suppers will “kick off” on January 22 at 
6:00 pm and run through March 5, Ash Wednesday. Sign up early to 
prepare supper. Attendance usually averages about 100+ people. Sign up 
sheets will be available at the information center beginning December 
15. Disposable products will be available for serving and everyone is 
invited to “pitch in” for cleanup. There will be a basket for donations and 
proceeds will be available to the group preparing the meal. Please 
contact Sarah Eastwood if you have any questions. SEE YOU THERE!

BEULAH’S BEST
Beulah's Best will meet on December 17, at 10:00 am in 
Fellowship Hall. Deborah Wenrich will play and lead us 
in a Christmas Sing-Along.  We will have a Christmas 
luncheon following. The meat will be furnished. 
Everyone is asked to bring a side dish or dessert. Come 
enjoy our fellowship.
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DECEMBER
01 Ashton Payne
02 Joe Dilday
 Joe Schmierer
 Pat Gulick 
03 Laura Byers
 Todd Huband
04 James Casto
 Kass Spitzley
05 Claire Gibson
 Henry Hassell
 Martha Everett
 Pattie Arwood
07 Alejandro Leon

Emma Bradley
08 Barbara Joyner
 Denny Quaiff
10 Fay Lion
 Mary 'beth Geiser
13 Louise King
 Maynard Totty
14 Marie Conner
16 Priscila Bareford
17 Karen Eads
18 Lona Dilday
 Mike Edwards
 Suzanne Davis
19 Byron Roberts
20 Cathy Turner
22 Diane Conner
 Patricia Lee
23 Mike Arthur
 Pat Compton
25 Jesus Christ
 Steve Garton
26 Jeb Harris
 Stephen Byers
27 Gabriel Aguilar
28 Ron Mustain

January 
02 Linda Mustain
03 Karen Morton
 Patricia Hart
04 Laura Stonestreet
05 Stefanie Turner
07 Raymond Hodges

BIRTHDAYSADVENT: Advent began Sunday, December 1. It is a time of observance, expectation, 
and preparation for celebrating the birth of Jesus, the Son of God. Every Sunday we will 
light a candle recognizing the virtues of Christ and the gifts He brought into the world.  The 
gifts are Hope, Joy, Love, and Peace. On Christmas Eve the Christ candle will be lit in 
observance of the gift God gave the world; the birth of His Son who would give his life for 
all of us. The Advent Services are every Sunday in December at 8:30 am and 11:00 am, in 
the church Sanctuary.  The Hispanic congregation will also celebrate Advent at the 1:00 pm 
services.

SHARING THE CAROLS: Sunday, December 8, at 4:30 pm, we will be gathering 
HERE at the church to travel to Commonwealth Senior Living Center to sing Christmas 
Carols. Please come and join in sharing the joy of Christmas. Caroling is open to anyone of 
any age who would like to participate. We ask for you to sign up at the Information Center 
so we will be prepared for each of the singers.

CHRISTMAS PLAY: Saturday, December 14 at 7:00 pm “HAVE YOU HEARD THE 
GOOD NEWS?” is a retelling the birth of Jesus Christ in a fun new perspective. Free tickets 
will be available at the church office starting December 2. Save your ticket stub for the 
Cookie After Party and a chance to win a dinner for two.

CANTATA: Sunday, December 22, at 11:00 am is this year’s Cantata, “A Glorious 

Christmas” and is presented by Beulah’s Sanctuary Choir. Through music you will discover 
what the true meaning of Christmas is as shown through God’s love and the birth of Jesus.

LIVING NATIVITY: Sunday, December 22, from 6:00 pm to 8:00 pm. Come join us 
for a live re-enactment of the night that Jesus was born. During the event there will be 
music, Christmas treats, and a petting zoo. This event is 100% free!

CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE: Tuesday, December 24, at 
7:00 pm is the Christmas Eve Candlelight service. Join us for a special candlelight service 
celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ. The lighting of the candle represents His coming as the 
light of the world. 



To: Beulah Church
From: Sarah Eastwood
My sincere THANKS to Beulah Church for all the prayers, cards, phone calls, and 
concern during my recent surgery and recovery.

To: Beulah Church
From: Pastor Hae Rin and David 
My sincere Thank you, our Beulah Church family!  What a blessing it has been to be 
a part of the life of Beulah Church.  Even though I have served in ministry for almost 
30 years, God has allowed me to experience so many things for the first time in 
ministry here.  I never thought that Trunk-or-Treat could happen the way it did here 
at Beulah.  That was an eye-opening experience.  Out of many experiences, I did not 
know Pastor Appreciation Day could last a whole month and more.  Pastor 
Appreciation Day was normally designated to one day during Worship Service and 
no more.  Some Churches do not even bother to recognize such a day.  However, it 
was a whole new experience at Beulah Church.  I have never had wonderful 
members lining up to bring me baked goods.  I have never had anyone putting so 
many gift cards into my pocket.  And all those beautifully decorated and written 
cards were such powerful ways to share love and appreciation.  You know how to 
make us really feel love.  Thank you so very much.  There is a very special place for 
you in our hearts.  Thank you.  We praise God for you.  We love you in the Name of 
our Sweet LORD Jesus Christ.

To: Beulah
From: Bud Burke
Thank you for all your prayers, calls, cards, visits and especially the Balloon Lady who 
dropped by to cheer me up.  Spending time in the hospital is not ever fun but having 
caring friends encouraged me.  Beulah folks are the best.

To: Beulah
From: The Card Ministry
Thank you everyone who has donated, so generously, to the Card Ministry. Your 
financial gift has helped us to continue spreading God’s love and comfort to those 
who need it so much. 

CALENDAR

Sunday 
   8:30  Worship
   9:45  Sunday School
 11:00  Worship
 11:30  Escuela Dominical 
   1:00  Hispanic Worship
   3:00  Play Practice 
   5:30  Youth Group
 
Monday 
 10:00  Card Ministry
                       Men’s Bible Study
   5:00  Women’s Chorus Rehearsal
   6:00  Bells of Praise Rehearsal
   7:00  Scouts

Tuesday 
       5:30  Estudio Biblico 
       7:00  Cub Scouts

Wednesday
       1:00  Staff Meeting

Thursday
       6:00  Quartet Rehearsal
      7:00  Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal

DECEMBER
01 Start of Advent

06 Celebration of Life of Nancy Cowardin

07 Bells of Praise Concert at Lucy Corr

08 Caroling at Commonwealth Senior Living

09 Ruth Robertson Friendship Circle

10 Mary Farmer Circle of Love

 Finance Meeting

 Rebekah Fellowship

11 The Good The Bad and The Ugly

14 Hearing Loss Association

 Christmas Play

17 Beulah’s Best

 Prayer Shawl Ministry

 Beulah’s Methodist Men

18 Commonwealth Bible Study

 Wesleyan Stratton

 Springdale Card Ministry

22 Christmas Cantata

 Christmas Living Nativity

24 Springdale Bible Study

 Christmas Eve Service

25-27 Closed for Christmas 

31 Church closes at noon

JANUARY
01 Church closed

REOCCURRING WEEKLY 

THANK YOU

CHOCLATE CHERRY COOKIES 
By Bobbi Welchel
Lots of people seemed to like these cookies at the Chili Cook off and the recipe was 
asked for by several people. They are mine and are my boys favorites. So here is the 
recipe. Enjoy!

CHOCLATE CHERRY COOKIES 
Drain 2 (10oz) jars of Maraschino cherries reserving 8 tsp of the cherry juice. (I cut 
the cherries in half.)
Cream 2 sticks of margarine, 2 cups of sugar (I use half sugar and half stevia)
Add 2 eggs and 1 tbsp of vanilla
Beat well
Combine 2 cups flour, ½ tsp baking soda, ½ tsp salt, 1 cup cocoa, and ½ tsp baking 
powder
Add creamed mixture. Batter will be stiff.
Make into 1 ½  inch balls. Place 2 inches apart on ungreased cookie sheets. Indent 
each ball with thumb. 
Place cherry in the indention Top with 1 tsp of frosting

Frosting: Melt 12 oz chocolate chips in 1 cup eagle brand sweetened condensed milk 
(I use plain milk). And 8 tsp of cherry juice. 

Bake 350 degree for 9 to 11 minutes. Do not over bake!
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